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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 8208

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Mrton and Brown

Read first time 01/27/2005. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article 11, sections 11 and 12 of the Constitution of the state of
Washington to read as fol |l ows:

Article Il, section 11. Each house shall keep a journal of its
proceedi ngs and publish the same, except such parts as require secrecy.
The doors of each house shall be kept open, except when the public
wel fare shall require secrecy. Except as provided in Article 11,
section 12 of this Constitution, neither house shall adjourn for nore
than three days, nor to any place other than that in which they may be
sitting, wthout the consent of the other.

Article I'l, section 12. (1) Regular Sessions. A regular session
of the legislature shall be convened each year. Regul ar sessions shal
convene on such day and at such tine as the |egislature shall determ ne
by statute. During each odd-nunbered year, the regular session shal
not be nore than one hundred ((+ve)) fifteen consecutive days. During
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each even-nunbered year, the regular session shall not be nore than
((stxty)) seventy consecutive days. During each regular session, the
| egi slature shall adjourn for ten days after the |ast day on which the
legislature is allowed to consider bills in their house of origin as
provided for by resolution.

(2) Special Legislative Sessions. Special |egislative sessions may
be convened for a period of not nore than thirty consecutive days by
procl amati on of the governor pursuant to Article IlIl, section 7 of this
Constitution. Special |egislative sessions may al so be convened for a
period of not nore than thirty consecutive days by resolution of the
| egi slature upon the affirmative vote in each house of two-thirds of
t he nenbers el ected or appointed thereto, which vote may be taken and
resolution executed either while the legislature is in session or
during any interimbetween sessions in accordance wi th such procedures
as the legislature may provide by law or resol ution. The resol ution
convening the legislature shall specify a purpose or purposes for the
conveni ng of a special session, and any speci al session convened by the
resolution shall consider only neasures germane to the purpose or
pur poses expressed in the resolution, unless by resolution adopted
during the session wupon the affirmative vote in each house of
two-thirds of the nenbers el ected or appointed thereto, an additi onal
pur pose or purposes are expressed. The specification of purpose by the
governor pursuant to Article Ill, section 7 of this Constitution shal
be considered by the legislature but shall not be mandatory.

(3) Commttees of the Legislature. Standing and special committees
of the legislature shall neet and conduct official business pursuant to
such rules as the legislature may adopt.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

--- END ---

SJR 8208 p. 2



